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Continuing professional development programs

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Programs

What is CPD?

e Continuing Professional Development refers to the ongoing, self-directed learning process
that healthcare professionals undertake to:

o Maintain their professional competence
o Enhance their clinical knowledge and skills
o Stayup-to-date with advancements in pharmacy practice

o Improve the quality of care provided to patients

Difference Between CPD and Continuing Education (CE):

Continuing Education (CE) Continuing Professional Development (CPD)

Primarily knowledge Holistic learning including application
acquisition

Structure Course-based (seminars, Includes planning, reflection, evaluation
workshops)

Responsibility | Institution-driven Self-directed and pharmacist-owned

Scope Limited to specific topics Broad, based on personal learning goals

Importance of CPD for Hospital Pharmacists

Keeps pharmacists up-to-date with drug information, clinical guidelines, and technologies.
Enables them to provide evidence-based care.

Builds confidence in interprofessional collaboration.

Enhances problem-solving and decision-making abilities.

Ensures compliance with regulatory/licensing requirements.

Prepares pharmacists for specialized roles (oncology, geriatrics, pharmacokinetics, etc.).

Promotes career growth and professional recognition.

Key Components of CPD for Hospital Pharmacists

1. ldentification of Learning Needs

» Conducting a self-assessment or audit to identify areas for improvement.

» Based on feedback, errors, new responsibilities, or institutional goals.

2. Planning CPD Activities
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» Developing a personal development plan (PDP)

» Setting learning objectives (short-term and long-term)

3. Learning Activities

» Attending seminars, workshops, and conferences

» Enrolling in certification or diploma courses

» Participating in journal clubs, case study discussions, clinical meetings
» Online CME (Continuing Medical Education) modules

4. Documentation

» Keeping records of CPD activities in a CPD portfolio/logbook
» Including learning outcomes and reflective notes
5. Evaluation & Reflection
» Assessing the impact of CPD on work performance and patient care

» Updating plans based on feedback and new objectives

Examples of CPD Activities in a Hospital Pharmacy Context

Attending a workshop on antimicrobial stewardship

Learning new hospital software or HIS modules

Undertaking a course on pharmacoeconomics or pharmacovigilance
Participating in bedside clinical rounds or case presentations

Publishing research papers or conducting audits

Challenges in CPD Implementation

Lack of time due to workload
Limited institutional support or incentives
Financial constraints

Inadequate access to learning resources

Supportive Frameworks

o National Accreditation Board for Hospitals (NABH) promotes pharmacist training
e Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) encourages CPD as part of professional responsibility

e WHO and FIP guidelines promote lifelong learning in pharmacy practice
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Education and Training of Hospital Pharmacists

Introduction

Education and training are foundational to the competency and effectiveness of hospital
pharmacists.

They encompass both pre-service education (B.Pharm, M.Pharm, Pharm.D) and in-service/on-
the-job training within the hospital setting.

Objective
¢ To ensure that hospital pharmacists acquire:
o Technical knowledge (pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, drug formulation)

o Practical skills (dispensing, drug monitoring, handling of cytotoxic and
radiopharmaceuticals)

o Soft skills (communication, ethics, teamwork, documentation)

Types of Education and Training in Hospital Pharmacy

Academic
Education

Core foundation in
pharmaceutical sciences Ongoing learning through
practical experience

L )

Hospital Pharmacy Education

(

In-Service
Training

Structured induction
programs for new

i iet Focused training in specific
pharmacists

areas like emergency drug
handling

A. Academic (Pre-Service) Education

> Bachelor of Pharmacy (B.Pharm): Core foundation in pharmaceutical sciences

> Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D): Focus on clinical pharmacy, therapeutics, patient
interaction, and hospital internships

Master’s/Ph.D. in Pharmacy: Specialization in pharmacology, pharmaceutics,
pharmacognosy, etc.
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B. In-Service Training / Orientation Programs

» Hospital pharmacists undergo structured induction programs when they join hospital
services.

> These cover:
o Hospital organization structure
o Roles and SOPs of the pharmacy department

o Understanding hospital formulary, procurement policies, and stock
management

o Training on Hospital Information System (HIS)
C. Continuous On-the-Job Training

> Clinical Rounds Participation: Exposure to case discussions, drug therapy selection

> Adverse Drug Reaction (ADR) Reporting: Training in pharmacovigilance
documentation

Inventory & Store Management: Training in drug procurement, expiry tracking, cold
chain management

Sterile and Non-sterile Compounding: Especially in IV admixtures, oncology drugs,
TPN

Handling of Controlled and High-Risk Drugs: Including narcotics,
radiopharmaceuticals

D. Specialized Training Modules
> Emergency Drug Handling (ICU, ER, operation theatres)
» Chemotherapy Preparation and safety protocols
> Antibiotic Stewardship Program (ASP) training

> Infection Control and Waste Management

Benefits of Education and CPD for Hospital Pharmacists

Improved patient safety and medication outcomes.
Higher job satisfaction and career advancement.
Enhanced interprofessional respect.

Alignment with international standards.

Better ability to train and lead pharmacy teams.




Click here to visit our website

PHARMACY PREMIUM NOTES

Complete subject
and semesters are
available on
FirstHope app only.

Scan or click here

Click here to get the app >

Available on Google Play

JOIN THE FIRSTHOPE COMMUNITY

Join our Telegram channel ' X

Click here to join Telegram >
Scan or click here

@FirstHopeNotes

l Instagram | YouTube channel
@firsthope.official FirstHope-Pharmacy / Live streams
Click here to follow > Click here to watch >

l WhatsApp channel | FirstHope website
Follow FirstHope on WhatsApp firsthopenotes.com
Click here to join > Click here to visit >

B.Pharm / D.Pharm / M.Pharm / Pharm.D

Preview notes. Complete subjects and semesters in the FirstHope app.


https://firsthopenotes.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=co.alexis.viki&pcampaignid=web_share
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=co.alexis.viki&pcampaignid=web_share
https://t.me/FirstHopeNotes
https://t.me/FirstHopeNotes
https://www.instagram.com/firsthope.official/
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstHope-Pharmacy/streams
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaDR0TCCXC3J4yJ0Q722
https://firsthopenotes.com/

	Chapter 7 preview
	Complete PDFs and FirstHope links

