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The Age of
Industrialisation
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WOMEN AND THE SPINNING JENNY

Write in brief 1(a)

Explain the following: Women workers in Britain attacked the SPinning Jenng.

Answer:

e Many women earned their living
by hand spinning.

o The Spinning Jenny allowed one

worker to spin several threads at
the same time.

o Tt speeded up spinning and
reduced the demand for hand

labour-.

o Women feared that the machine

would take away their work and
ncome.

e This fear was serious because
Jjobs were already uncertain and
unemplogmev\t WAaS COMMON.

o Women who depended on hand

spinning therefore attacked the
new wachines.

o The conflict continued for a long

time.

o The attacks were a protest against
the loss of livelihoods, not simply
a dislike of new inventions.



MERCHANTS AND RURAL PRODUCERS

Question: Worite in brief 1(b)

Explain the following: In the seventeenth century merchants from towns in Europe
began employing peasants and artisans within the villages.

Answer:

o Expanding world trade and the growth
of colonies increased the demand for

goods.

e Merchants wanted to produce more for
international markets.

e In towns, powerful craft and trade guilds
controlled production, prices and entry
into trades.

o Guild monopolies made it difficult for

new merchants to expand business.

e Merchants therefore turned to villages
and offered advances to peasants and
artisans.

o Poor rural families needed extra income
because common lands were being
enclosed and their small plots could not
support everyone.

o They could produce goods at home while

continuing to cultivate their land.

o This system used family labour and linked
village producers with merchants and
world markets.



THE DECLINE OF SURAT

Write in brief 1(c)

Question: Explain the fo“owing: The port of Surat declined by the end of the eighteenth centurﬂ.

Answer:

o Surat had been an important port in the
textile trade controlled by Indian

merchants and bankers.

e European trading companies gmduallg
gained power.

o They obtained concessions from local
rulers and then monopoly rights over trade.

o This weakened the older trading network
of Indian merchants.

o Exports through Surat fell and the credit
that financed its trade dried up.

o Local bankers went bankrupt

and many
old trading houses collapsed.

o At the same time, Bombay and Calcutta
grew as new ports con’cro?led by
European companies.

o Trade increasingly moved through these

new ports in European ships.

o Surat's decline therefore reflected the
growing control of colonial companies
over Indian trade.



WHY GOMASTHAS WERE APPOINTED
Write in brief 1(d)
Question: Explain the following: The East India Company appointed gomasthas

to supervise weavers in India.

Answer :

e The East India Company wanted e It appointed a paid servant called

reqular supplies of cotton and silk R upervise. weavers.
textiles for export. e Gomasthas collected the cloth and
examined its quality.

o Earlier, Indian weavers could sell to | o They also enforced the Company’s

several traders and bargain for control over weavers who had

better prices. accepted advances.

Aft = il  th o These weavers had to supply the
’ Con:;av?w)cl:igedpgo' '\f:mo[\)/zwfc:\is = Company and could not sell their

compe’ci?ion. cloth to other buyers.

: o The appointments helped the Compan
o Tt wanted direct control over weavers, securePEegular suppliesP wiliile reducﬁngg

supplies, qualitg and costs. e wimsvers” Ereedown.
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