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EARLY HUMANS AND BEGINNING OF CIVILISATION

® Earlaj human his’corg is the long story of biological and cultural change before and after writing.
e More than 99% of human kis’cory belongs to the period before writing.

shared cultural systems.
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%* The pace and timing differed across regions. %

~ TOOLS + FooD PRODUCTION + COOPERATION + RECORD-KEEPING CHANGED HUMAN LIFE.



BEFORE AND AFTER WRITING

> Writing creates records that can preserve names, events, ideas and transactions.

=> Writing began at different times in different regions; it does not divide
all societies at one universal date.

BEFORE WRITING — PREHISTORY AFTER WRITING — HISTORY
¢ More than 99% of human history. ® Written records join material evidence. + @.
@ Mai'\ eVidence: {OOIS, bO'\eS, ‘FOSS”S, @ ‘@ ﬁ ® Records maa reveal names, laws, : A
pottery, art and settlements. trade, beliefs and events. m £ %. [
® Thoughts and names are difficult @ ® Dates can often be more precise. — I ==
to recover directly. o© " #/ = 10008ce 500 Bee 0
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Pictograpkic signs on seals Weolge-skaped marks on Bi cbuve=like. st gns in Used in parts of India by about
: . oo o 400 BCE d inent
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[MATERIAL EVIDENCE + WRITTEN RECORDS GIVE A FULLER PICTURE OF THE PAST.J




BIOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL EVOLUTION

Ear\y human history explains both changes in our bodies and changes in our ways of living.

i BIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION

Definition: Gradual inherited physical
and genetic changes across many
generod‘ions.

Homo
Sapiens

later Homo

early species

hominins '
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I(Smplufued sequence; many species existed at the same time. \
\ Our story follows one broad line.) )

® Tncludes changes in skull, face, brain, hands,
posture and movement.

* Australopithecines were early human-like
ancestors; Homo sapiens are modern humans.

e Tt occurs over very long periods ﬂ\rough
_ populations, not within one person’s lifetime.
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hunting skills writing

CULTURAL EVOLUTION N

Definition: Changes in learned behaviour,
knowledge, skills and social life.

® Knowledge can be learned, shared and improved.
® Tools and techniques helped people use
natural resources.

® Surplus food and specialised work helped
settlements grow.
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LBIOLOGICAL TRAITS ARE INHERITED;

CULTURAL TRAITS ARE MAINLY LEARNED AND SHARED. j




ARCHAEOLOGY, ARTEFACTS AND FOSSILS

Ard\ae,olong studies the human past through mat

erial remains and their context.
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o technology FOSSIL
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EXPERIMINTTAL
ARCHAEOLOGY

Researchers make and use
similar tools to test how
they may have been
produced and vsed.

REPLICA USE MARKS ﬁmpﬁz'cm
TOOL-MAKING  OBSERVED " (b0

* of the past. One artefact &
does not prove an entire )»
way of life. Q
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INTERPRET
Build a careful explanation
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